NOON BIBLE STUDY: GENESIS 79-30

JRCOB MET THE LORD IN GENESIS 78 AND FOR THE FIRST TIME ENCOUNTERED GOD FOR HIMSELE HE 15 MAKING HIS WAY TOWARDS HIS MOTHER'S
HOMELAND TO THE HOUSE OF LABAN, REBEKAH'S BROTHER

GENESIS 29:1-8 - JACOB ARRIVES, MEETS SHEPHERDS WHO KNOW LABAN

BECAUSE THE STONE COVERING THE WELL WAS SO HEAVY, THE HERDSMEN AND SHEPHERDS WOULD WAIT FOR EVERYONE AND THEIR FLOCKS TO
ARRIVE BEFORE UNCOVERING THE STONE  THIS WAY, IT ONL HAD TO BE DONE ONCE AND PERHAPS THE SHEPHERDS COULD HELP EACH OTHER
LIFT THE LARGE STONE.

"PROVIDENTIALLY, LABAN'S DAUGHTER, RACHEL, 15 SPOTTED BRINGING HER HERD TO THE WELL RACHEL MEANS "EWE," AN
APPROPRIATE NAME FOR A SHEPHERDESS. ™ (ESV STUDY BIBLE, GENESIS 79:9)

GENESIS 79:9-17 - RACHEL ARRIVES

JRCOB 1S PRETTY EXCITED TO SEE RACHEL. T WAS A COOL MOMENT THAT HE HAPPENED TO MEET UP WITH SHEPHERD WHO KNEW LABAN - AND
EVEN MORE SO THAT ONE OF LABAN'S DRUGHTERS (AND DON'T FORGET POTENTIAL SPOUSE) WAS MAKING HER WAY TO THAT SAME WELLY IN HIS
EXCITEMENT HE GIVES RRCHEL A KISS (A WARM GREETING), SHOUTS WITH EXCITEMENT AND EVEN CRIES!

REMEMBER, WHEN JACOB MET THE LORD IN GENESIS 7€, fE MADE A VOW ABOUT HIS OWN SERVICE TO GOD, DEPENDANT ON THE SUCCESS OF
THIS JOURNEY. HE HAD SF\!D-

GENESIS 7€:20-21 (NLT) - "IF GOD WILL INDEED BE WITH ME AND PROT E( ME ON THIS |
THE L

OURNEY, AND IF HE WILL PROVIDE ME WITH
FOOD AND CLOTHING, 20 AND IF I RETURN SRFELY TO MY FATHER'S HOME, THEN THE LORD WILL

CERTAINLY BE MY 60D

S0 THERE'S A LOT OF UNDERSTANDABLE EMOTIONS IN JACOB'S HEART AFTER THIS LONG TREK ACROSS THE DESERT  IN HIS EXCITEMENT, THERE
MUST HAVE BEEN SOME ADRENALINE PUMPING T0O, FOR JACOB 1S ABLE TO LIFT THE HEAVY STONE COVERING THE WELL, ON IS OWN. AV844
HU884

GENESIS 79:13-20 - JACOB METS LABAN, ASKS TO MARRY RACHEL

LABAN HEARS OF IS NEPHEW'S ARRIVAL AND RUNS TO MEET HIM. THERE 1S A WARM EMBRACE AND WELCOME JACOB STAYS FOR A WHILE AND
ENDS UP SERVING LABAN. UNCLE LABAN WANTS TO REPAY JACOB'S KINDNESS AND ASKS WHAT HE CAN PAY JACOB FOR IS HELP. JACOB
RESPONDS WITH "1 WILL SERVE YOU SEVEN YEARS IF I CAN MARRY YOUR DAUGHTER RACKELY
THE TEXT TELLS US THAT JACOD WAS INLOVE WITH RRCHEL  SHE WAS BEAUTIFUL (IN'FORM AND FACE). THE TEXT ALSO TELLS US THAT
LABAN HAD ANOTHER DAUGHTER, HIS OLDEST, NAMED LEAK. LERK. IN CONTRAST TO RACHEL'S BEAUTY. HAD “WEAK EYES™ AN ODD PHRASE
WHICH SUGGESTS SHE WAS NOT AS BEAUTIFUL  LABAN AGREES TO THE CONTRACT WITH JACOD

JRCOB'S LOVE FOR RACHEL MAKES THE TIME FLY BY. GENESIS 79:20 1S ONE OF THE MOST ROMANTIC VERSES IN THE BIBLE:
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GENESIS 79:70 (NLT) - SO JACOB WORKED SEVEN YEARS TO PAY FOR RACHEL BUT H1S LOVE FOR HER WAS SO STRONG THAT IT
SEEMED TO HIM BUT A FEW DAYS

GENESIS 79:71-30 - WEDDING SURPRISE!

SEVEN YERRS HAVE NOW PASSED AND JACOB APPROACHES LABAN FOR RACKEL'S HAND IN MARRIAGE.  THEY HAVE A GREAT WEDDING FEAST
WITH MANY GUESTS AND WHEN EVENING COMES (XA WHEN 1T WAS VERY DARK OUT) LABAN SNEAXS LEA INTO THE HONEYMOON TENT INSTERD
OF RACHELL JACOB HAS SEX WITH LERR (IN THE DARK HE CLEA R LY CAN'T MAKE OUT WHO HAS THE WERK OR STRONG EYES) AND ONLY 5

VERSES AWAY FROM THE MOST ROMANTIC VERSE IN SCRIPTURE WE GET ONE OF THE MOST FRIEGHTENING!:

CAND T CAME TO PASS, THAT IN THE MORNING, BEROLD. 1T WAS LERH " (GENESIS 29:75)
YIES.

MAXE NO MISTAXE, THIS WAS NO ACCIDENT. THIS WAS AN INTENTIONAL MOVE ON THE PART OF G0OD OL" UNCLE LABAN. HE EXPLAINS
HIMSELE WITH A VERY MATTER OF FACT "OH YEAH, OUR CUSTOM IS TO NEVER MARRY THE YOUNGER DAUGHTER B FORE THE OLDER. YOU WANT
T0 MARRY RACHEL, FINE - BUT YOU NEED TO WORK FOR ME ANOTHER 7 YEARS. JACOB MUST HAVE BEEN DEVASTATED.

THIS IS A MOMENT WH
MARRIES RACHEL AT L
CLERR THAT JACOB L0
DYSFUNCTION ONLY TH

ERE JRCOB, WHO WAS NAMED IN LIGHT OF §IS HEEL-HOLDING, DECEIVER CHARACTER 1S HIMSELF TRICKED. YET RE

AST, AND BEGINS TO SERVE LABAN, NOW WITH RACHEL AS KIS WIFE (O YERK AND LERH TO0). DURING THIS TIME T IS
VES RACHEL MORE THAN LERK. THESE DECEPTIVE ACTS AND THE EMOTIONS THAT RESULT WILL SET UP A STORY 0F

£ ABRAKAMIC FAMILY COULD PRODUCE.

GENESIS 29:31-35 - THE BABY BATTLE BEGINS

THIS BEGING THE STORY OF THE PECULIAR WAY THAT THE LORD WORKS THROUGH JACOS AND RIS WIVES TO BUILD THE FAMILY OF ABRAKAN'S
GRANDSON AND GREAT-GRANDC H REN. 17 STARTS WITH LERH, THE UNLOVED WIFE OF JACOB BEING THE FIRST TO BEAR A CHILD. RACHEL,
THE TEXTS TELL US 1S "BARREN" (AN INTERESTINGLY COMMON TREND IN THE WOMEN ABRAKAM AND IS CHILDREN MARRY)

WHAT WE WILL SEE 1S THAT THE WIVES OF JACOB NAME THEIR SONS BASED ON THE MOMENTS AND EMOTIONS THAT THEY ARE EXPERIENCING AT
THIS TIME WITH EACK CHILD THE WOMEN HOPE TO FIND FAVOR IN THEIR HUSBAND'S EYES. WITH EACH CRILD THE WOMEN HOPE TO FIND
PURPOSE AND SIGNIFICANCE  WITH EACH CHILD THE WOMEN ARE COMPETING WITH ONE ANOTHER  WITH EACH CHILD THE WOMEN TRY TO FIND
COMFORT IN'SPITE OF THEIR CIRCUMSTANCES. WHAT A CRAZY STORY

LERH BEARS THE FIRST BORN AND NAMES HIM REUBEN. REUBEN MEAN "LOOKED UPON" LEAH NAMES HER SON REUBEN BECAUSE SHE FEELS THAT
THE LORD AAS “LOOKED UPON"™ HER UNLOVED STATE AND BLESSED HER WITH A SON (IN CONTRAST TO THE FAVORED WIFE RACHEL'S

BARRENNESS).
HER SECOND SON 1S NAMED SIMEON (WHO'S NAME MEANS “HEARD™) BECAUSE EVEN AFTER BEING HOPEFUL THAT HAVING A SON WOULD CHANGE
HER STATUS, SHE ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THE LORD "HEARD™ THAT SHE REMMNS UNLOVED

HER THIRD SON 1S NAMED LEVI (WHO'S NAME MEANS “ATTACH") BECAUSE SHE IS HOPEFUL THAT AFTER GIVING JACOB THREE SONS (A 816 DEAL
IN THAT CULTURE), HE WOULD ATTACH HIMSELF TO HER. NEVERTHELESS, SHE 1S HAVING SONS, BUT REMAINS UNLOVED BY JACOB. HE DOENS'T
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"LOOK™ ON HER 0

B HEAR™ HER NOR “ATTACH" HIMSELF TO HER  WHERE THEN WILL LEAH'S HOPE FOR VALUE AND LOVE COME? AT LAST IT
SEEMS THAT SHE LE £ S0

ARNS THE TRUE SOURCE

AND SO SHE NAMES HER FOURTH SON JUDAK (WHICH MEANS “PRAISE") FOR SHE HAS DECIDED THAT NO MATTER WHAT JACOB MY THINK OF HER,
SHE IS GOING TO "PRAISE THE LORD™ (GENESIS 79:35) WHAT A JOURNEY TO BE ON TO AT LAST LEARN THIS IMPORTANT TRUTH

GENESIS 30:1-13 - RACHEL V. LEAH CONTINVES

ALL THE WHILE LEAK IS INCREDIBLY FERTILE, THE "L
JRCOB REALLY WANTED IN THE BEGINNING AND SHE'S
SISTER'S FERTILITY P\ND COMPLAINS TO HER HUSBAND.

10 HER SIDE'S CAUSE JACOB DOESN'T ARGUE WITH THE

OVED™ WIFE OF JACOB, RACHEL IS BARREN. SHE'S THE PRETTY SISTER SHE'S THE 0

THE ONE HE LOVES NOW - YET SHE 1S NOT FULFILLED EITHERT SHE 15 JEALOVS OF HER
FEERS HER MAID BILHAK TO JACOB WHO SHE HOPE WILL BE A SURROGATE OF SORTS
r

OPOSITION.

D" WIF
£ ONE
SHE 0
PROP

BHHRH CONCEIVES AND RA
TTER OF RACHEL V. LEA
B RUSE IN HER MIND, THE

CHEL NAMES THIS SON “DAN™ (WHICH MEANS “JUDGED™) BECAUSE SHE FEELS GOD HAS JUDGED IN HER F
. SOON AFTER BILARH BEARS ANOTHER SON AND RACHEL NAMES HIM NAPHTALI (WHICH MEANS WRESTLI
TWRESTLING MATCH" BETWEEN HER AND HER SISTER IS STARTING TO TURN IN HER FAVOR.

AVOR IN THE
NG)

|
6

T LER ISN'T TAPPED OUT YET. SHE ENLISTS HER MAID ZILPAK FOR TEAM LEAH AND ZILPA BEARS A SON SHE WILL NAME GAD (WHICH
ANS “FORTUNATE"™ - BECAUSE AFTER ALL, SHE'S FORTUNATE TO Bt WNN!NG THIS BATTLE AGAINT). LERK'S MAID BEARS AA07#£F SON
ROUGH J MOB RND SHE NAMES THAT BOY "ASHER™ (MEANING “HAPPY") BECAUSE SHE BELIEVES OTHERS LOOKING AT HER SITUATION WILL
LLHER A7

B
ME
Il
(A
BOY O B0Y. (ACTUALLY AT LAST COUNT WE'RE AT € §0YS).
WHAT DO YOU MAKE OF THIS BACK AND FORTH SO FAR?
GENESIS 30:14-74 - THE FINAL FOUR
WE READ AN 0DD STORY ABOUT REUBEN FINDING “MANDRAKES™ (WHICH SOME SCHOLARS BELIEVE MAY HAVE BEEN THOUGHT TO BE A FRUIT
t

f t
HI(H IMPROVED FERTILITY). LEAK AND RACHEL GO BACK AND FORTH ABOUT THESE MANDRAKES AND END UP MAXING A DEAL - LEAK GETS T0
SLEEP WITH JACOB AND RACHEL GETS REUBEN'S MANDRAKES. (MEANWHILE JACOB 1S NOT PHASED BY ANY OF THIS)

LEAH BEARS ANOTHER SON FROM THIS ENCOUNTER AND NAMES HIM 1SSACHAR (MEANING “WAGES™ WHICH ALLUDES T0 THE "WAGES™ SHE PAID
T0 HAVE THE ENCOUNTE R WHICH LEADS TO ISSACHAR) -~ SOON AFTER SHE BEARS ANOTHER SON. NAMING HIM ZEBULUN, WHICH MEANS "HONOR'
(A LIKELY REFERENCE TO THE HOPE THAT JACOB AT LAST WILL HONOR HER AFTER SHE HAS BORNE HIM SIX SONSY SHE ALSO BEARS ANOTH R
CHILD, THIS TIME THE FIRST DAUGHTER, DINAK. (MORE ON HER LATER). LE H HAD THOUGHT SHE WAS DONE BEARING CHILDREN (79:3) B
ENDS UP BEARING THE MAJORITY OF JACOB'S CHILDREN

AND AT LAST WE READ THAT RACHEL, LONG BARREN, BERRS A SON FOR JACOB. SHE NAME
BECAUSE AT LAST, HER PRAYER 15 HEARD AND GOD HAS "ADDED TO HER™ A CHILD OF HER
FUTURE 60D WILL "ADD TO" HER ANOTHER SON OTHER THAN JOSEPH  BUT FOR NOW WE W
VISIT T0 THE ABRRHAMIC MATERNITY WARD.

ED THIS SON JOSEPH (WHICH MEANS "ADD TO ME")
EROWN. 1T ALSO 1S A PRAYER THAT PERHAPS IN THE
[LL PRUSE, AND TAXE A BREATH AFTER THIS WILD

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon


https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

Jacob’s Family

JACOB
|
Leah Zilpah Rachel Bilhah
Leah’s R Rachel’s ‘
servant servant &
vt 9 ¢ 9

e Pl i
NETERE

Reuben Levi Issachar Joseph :
Simeon Judah Zebulun Asher Ben|am|n Naphlali

b §

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com

WE STARTED GENESIS 79 WITH JACOB TRAVELING TO FIND A WIFE AND WE END WITH JACOB SERVING ALMOST AS A BYSTHNDER 10 THE WOMEN [N HIS
LIFE BATTLING WITH EACH OTHER OVER KIS ATTENTION, HIS LOVE AND THEIR OWN HONOR.  THIS IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE DYSFUNCTION OF THE
ABRRHAMIC FAMILY AND THE GENERATIONAL SINS THM WERE PROSED DOWN. BY NOW WE LOOK BACK AT ABRAHAM AND SRRRH WITH HONOR, FONDNESS
AND NOSTALGIR, BUT DON'T FORGET SARAK WAS THE ONE WHO OFFERED HER SERVANT HRGAR TO HER AUSBAND TO ACCELERATE THE WHOLE FATHER OF
MANY NATIONS PROMISE T WAS ABRAHAM, AND !SM\[ WHO LIED TO ABIMELECH ABOUT THEIR WIVES BEING THEIR SISTERS. AND WE READ GENESIS
79-30 AND SEE JACOB BEING TRICKED AND EMOTIONAL (AND SEXUAL) WOUNDS REVEALED AND INFLICTED

WHILE THERE ARE LIKELY A NUMBER OF LESSONS TO LEARN FROM THIS RECORD, THE MAIN ONE WE WILL HIGHLIGHT IS THE WOMEN'S ATTEMPT TO FIND
VALUE AND FULFILLMENT IN THEIR ROLES, STATUS AND CIRCUMSTANCES.  WHAT A TERRIBLE RELATIONSHIP TO B IN FOR POOR LEAH._HOPING THAT IF
SHE CAN MAKE JACOB HAPPY BY HER ACTIONS (INTHIS CASE BY THE SONS SHE BIRTHED), SHE WILL BE HAPPY. HER HAPPINESS WAS DIRECTLY TIED TO
WHETHER OR NOT HER HUSBAND WAS PLEASED WITH HER. AND SADLY, INJACOB'S OWN BROKENNESS, HE WAS NOT PLEASED WITH HER -- AT LEAST NOT
AS PLEASED AS HE WAS WITH RACHEL.

RACHEL, FOR HER PRRT DOESN'T FEEL ANY BETTER ABOU H RSELF, EVEN THOUGH SHE'S THE LOVED ONE OF THE TWO  SHE HAS A HUSBAND WHO LOVES
HER AND HONORS HER BUT SHE DOESN'T FEEL FULFILLED EVEN IN THA BE[AUSE SHE 1S BERUTIFUL BUT BARREN WHILE WERK-EVED LEAK 15 A BABY B0Y
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FACTORY. SO SHE HAS THE EMOTIONAL SOURCE FROM HER HUSBAND. BUT SHE STILL LACKS VALUE AND AN IDENTITY THAT 15 SECURE. RACHEL LOOKS AT
LERK AND WISHES SHE WAS LERK. WHILE LER LOOKS BACK AT HER, LONGING TO BE RACHEL

PEOPLE ARE LOUSY SOURCES FOR FULFILLMENT AND VALUE THEIR RELIABILITY 1S SHAKY AT BEST. ON MONDAY WE FEEL SPECIAL AND LOVED BECAUSE
OUR FRIENDS OR FAMILY SHOWS US LOVE, HONORS US, THINKS OF US._AND THEN ON TUESDAY THEY HAVE THEIR OWN 1SSUES GOING ON AND WE GET
DUMPED ON THE SIDE TYPICALLY THEN WE DO ONE OF TWO THINGS. ONE GROUP GETS MAD AND HURT AND PULLS AWAY TO FEEL BAD. WE ARE OFFENDED
AND DISCARDED AND WE LET OTHER PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT T QUR FACES SHOW THAT WE ARE KU RT AND PEOPLE ASKS 1S “WHAT'S WRONG, IS
EVERYTHING OKAY™ - AND THEN WE START TO FEEL BETTER BECAUSE PEOPLE "NOTICE US™, EVEN IF THEY ARE NOTICING IS BECAUSE WE ARE FOCUSING
ON THE BAD STUFF WE'RE GOING THROUGH. 0 H RS IN THIS OPTION WILL HARDEN THEMSHVES 50 P\S TONOT BE URT AGAIN. THEY WILL TAXE UP THE
NYONE ELSE TS ME, MYSELF AND 1" LONELY MISERY, BUT AT LEAST WE ARE NOT GOING TO B HURT B

I
ART T
b
MAVERICK MWUDE OF "I DON'T NEED A
ANYONE ELSE

ANOTHER GROUP AFTER BE
GRACES MMN R FTERAL
DO THINGS T0 G LOVE T
SPECTRUM WE FALL ON, THE
BACK FROM SOMEONE

ING AURT WILL PICK THEMSELVES UP AND RUN AFTER THAT PERSON/THOSE PEOPLE AND WORK TO 6 ET BACK IN THEIR 600D

L, IF THEY CAN START LOVING US, NOTICING IS, VALUING US, THEN WE WILL FEEL BETTER ABOUT OURSELVES AGAIN. S0 WE
EFROM OTHER PEOPLE. THIS MIGHT MEAN SERVING THEM [T MIGHT MEAN HAVING SEX WITH THEM WHMEVER END OF THAT

HE ROOT OF OUR ACTIONS IS THAT WE ARE DOING WHAT WE ARE DOING, NOT OUT OF A PURE HEART, BUT TO GET SOMETHING

PEOPLE ARE LOUSY SOURCES FOR FULFILLMENT AND VALUE

THE ONE GLIMMER OF GOOD EMOTIONAL AND SPIRITUAL HEALTH AND MATURITY 1S FOUND IN LEAK AFTER SHE GIVES BIRTH TO HER FOURTH SON.  SHE
LITERALLY HAS NAMED HER FIRST THREE SONS IN LIGHT OF HOW SHE "FEELS™ MARING SOMEWHAT PASSIVE AGGRESSIVE STATEMENTS ABOUT HER DESIRE
T0 BE "SEEN" (REUBEN) AND “HEARD™ (SIMEON) AND “ATTACHED TO™ (LEVI) JACOB.  AFTER THIS HEART-BREAKING STORY, SHE HAS HER FOURTH SON
AND NAMES HIM JUDA AND SAYS

GENESIS 79:358 - "THIS TIME [ WILL PRAISE THE LORD." THEREFORE SHE NAMED HIM JUDAH.
THIS TIME 1 WILL PRASE THE [0RD" H R EVIOUS TIMES SHE PUT HER HOPE IN HER CHILDREN, MAXING HER HUSBAND LOVE HER  THIS TIME SHE

t
PRAISES THE LORD. 1T SEEMS THAT, EVEN IF JUST FOR A BRIEF MOMENT, LEAH UNDERSTANDS SOMETHING FOR THE FIRST TIME  HER VALUE IS NOT
FOUND HER HUSBAND, OR HER SONS, OR HE R STM S HER VALUE AND WORTH AND WHO SHE REALLY IS, IS FOUND IN THE LORD. AND THE PROOF OF THIS
il

REALIZATION IN HER LIFE 1S THAT SHE PRAISES IM.

60D 15 NOT AN UNRELIABLE SOURCE FOR L0 £, FULFILLMENT, IDENTITY OR WORTH  HES TH ONLY RELIABLE AND UNFRAILING SOURCE. THE
UNRELIABLENESS OF OUR SPOUSES, CHILD R OBS R! ENDS, MONEY AND MOR IS ACTURLLY ONE OF THE WAYS THAT GOD TRIES TO POINT US TOWARDS
M. WE B0 N( £ FROM PERSON TO PERSON, H OPING THAT THEY WILL MAKE US "FEEL™ BETTER. B TTH EY DON'T AT LERST THEY DON'T FULLY. 1T 1S
ONLY WHEN WE ARE FOCUSED ON AND LIVING FOR AND PRAISING THE LORD THM WE BEGIN TO SEE THAT'S WHERE 1T ALL COMES TOGETHER AND WE FIND
WHO WE REALLY ARE THEN, WHEN WE ARE FULLY LOVED AND VALUED 8Y GOD, WE ARE FREE T0 L E OTHERS - WITHOUT ANY NEED TO GET ANYTHING
IN RETURN FROM THEM - R EARVE ALREADY FOUND ALL WE COULD EVER NEED IN HIM
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